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INTRODUCTION
TO THE MASTER PLAN

Elysian Park is a vibrant, living remnant of
our City’s historic fabric. When the Portola
expedition arrived at the future site of the
Pueblo de Los Angeles in 1769, they
camped at the foot of Buena Vista Hill
near Broadway in what is now Elysian Park.
The original Spanish land grant from King
Carlos of Spain to the Pueblo included
part of the Park.

As Los Angeles has matured into the
multi-cultural megalopolis it is today,
Elysian Park, the city’s oldest Park, has
quietly persisted as a refuge where a
crowded populous can experience nature
within an urban environment.

Today, the significance of the Park’s

604 green acres is greater than ever. Los
Angeles has the lowest number of open
space acres per resident compared to any
other major American city. Conserving and
enhancing City parks and open space is
critical to providing an improved quality of
life for millions. The urban trails, inspira-
tional overlooks, picnic spots and green
recreation areas provide an oasis for both
downtown residents and the numerous

_ neighborhoods surrounding Elysian Park.

In 1886 Elysian Park rode the wave of the
American desire to maintain open space
and officially became a park. Today, in the
year 2005, the Park is still in the middle of
the collision between nature and urbaniza-
tion. The decisions made now will impact
the citizens of Los Angles for generations
to come.
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THE MASTER PLAN
FOR ELYSIAN PARK

This Master Plan is a working list of action items

that were determined by the community and the City
as critical to the on-going improvement of the Park
and to the citizens of greater Los Angeles who use
and enjoy the Park. The decision to develop a new
master plan grew out of the desire of local citizens
to preserve and protect this great resource called
Elysian Park.

This document became a reality through the generous
commitment of local elected officials and the

Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks.
Extensive input from the public in three community
meetings has been recorded and folded into the plan.

Previously written articles and documents have
extensively detailed the history of Elysian Park and
documented patterns of Park utilization. The previous
Master Plan for Elysian Park was completed in 1971.
Plant ecologies have changed since then; traffic has
grown; and there is a greater need than ever before
for recreation. The ever present question is “Where is
the Park going?”

This Master Plan draws on historic information to
form alist of recommendations to improve existing
conditions in the Park and to solve persistent prob-

lems that continue to deter Park use. These recom-
mendations in the form of action items serve to
‘re-weave’ the fabric of Elysian Park; to strengthen
the pieces in order to revitalize the whole.

Not one area is perceived as its own place in Elysian
Park. All areas are connected by the communities, the
network of trails, the precious natural areas, and the
active and passive recreational uses set among them.
Therefore the Park is not planned by area but by
theme. After the preface that briefly outlines the
existing conditions of the Park, there are four chapters
to this Master Plan. These are:

FUN AND RECREATION IN THE PARK
GETTING AROUND THE PARK

THE PARKLAND

TAKING CARE OF THE PARK

New park and open space development in

Los Angeles is occurring all around Elysian Park.

In addition, future City plans of new community
developments are positive opportunities to connect
into the resources of Elysian Park. Revitalization of
Elysian Park is a key component in the city’s strategy
to create and maintain a desirable quality of life in
Los Angeles.
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STUNNING VIEWS OF THE SURROUNDING
URBAN LANDSCAPE ARE AVAILABLE AT
EVERY TURN WITHIN THE PARK.
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FUN AND RECREATION

IN THE PARK

Discovering the many facilities offered at Elysian
Park is a worthwhile process. Although picnicking is
the popular Park activity in sunny Los Angeles,
dozens of extraordinary recreational opportunities

are available for public use.

Elysian Fields
Baseball fields (2)

Play structures (2)
Restrooms (2)

Group picnic areas
Individual picnic areas

Solano Canyon
Practice ball field
Tennis courts (2)

Play structures (2)
Restroom

Group picnic area*
Individual picnic areas

Leo Politi Picnic Area*
Practice ball field

Tennis court

Volleyball court

Group picnic area

Chavez Ravine
Arboretum

Play structures (2)
Restrooms (2)
Horseshoe Pit

Group picnic area
Individual picnic areas

Grace E. Simons Lodge*
Community room

Restroom, interior & exterior
Group picnic area

BuenaVista Meadow
Volleyball courts (2)
Play structure (closed)
Port-a-potties

Individual picnic areas

Adaptive Recreation
Center

Basketball court

Play structure
Restroom, interior
Group picnic area
Individual picnic areas

Angels Point
Individual picnic areas
Play structure

CasanovaTerrace
Individual picnic areas
Play structure (Tot)

*Fee Reservation

[ RN A CIT o S

TOP, NEW ACCESSIBLE PLAY STRUCTURES
HAVE RECENTLY BEEN INSTALLED IN
CHAVEZ RAVINE ARBORETUM.

MIDDLE, REMOTE CONTROL GLIDERS SOAR
ON THE UPDRAFTS OF THE BISHOPS CANYON
LANDFILL RESTORATION AREA.

BOTTOM, AN EVENING PRACTICE GAME IN
SOLANO CANYON.
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GETTING AROUND
THE PARK

The roadways within Elysian Park have two
distinct visual personalities. The first is com-
prised of the wide arterial streets and highway
that bisect the Park; the second is the more
intimate neighborhood and park roads.

Major Roadways
Stadium Way
Academy Road
Elysian Park Avenue

City Streets
Scott Avenue
Morton Place
LilacTerrace

Adjacent City Streets
Park Drive

LilacTerrace

Boylston Street

Solano Avenue

Amador Street

Casanova Street

North Broadway

Park Drives
Elysian Park Drive (closed to traffic
at Grace E. Simons Lodge)

TOP: THE AWKWARD INTERSECTION OF
STADIUM WAY AND ACADEMY ROAD.

Angels Point Road ABOVE: ELYSIAN PARK DRIVE TRAILHEAD
ngels Foint Roa ON MORTON STREET.

Recreation Lodge Drive RIGHT: A MAP OF THE PARK IN CHAVEZ
Solano Canyon Drive RAVINE ARBORETUM.

Grand View Drive
Park Row Drive
Park Row Street
Park Row Drive East
Buena Vista Drive
Meadow Road

Park Entrances

Fremont Gate at North Broadway

Riverside Drive at Golden State Freeway,
Stadium Way exit

Morton Place

Scott Avenue

Solano Canyon Drive

Elysian Park Drive at Lilac Terrace

Stadium Way at Scott Avenue

Lilac Terrace atVictory Memorial Grove
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THE PARKLAND

“In 1982 the state legislature extended the

Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy Zone to
include the Park as it’s eastern extremity. This
beautiful region ... and magnificent vistas is a vital

open space for the people of Los Angeles.*

—from Elysian Park History and Current
Issues, May 1990.

Overlooks

Grand View Point
BuenaVista Overlook
Angels Point

Bishops Canyon Landfill

Landfills
Bishops Canyon (closed 1972)
Angels Point

Native Plant Communities
Walnut Woodland

Oak Woodland

Coastal Sage Scrub

Non-Native Tree Plantings
Eucalyptus

Deodar Cedars

Canary lIsland Pines

Wild Date Palms

Carob

Fig

— g

Invasive Pest Plants e S
TOP: RADIO HILL LOOKING

The “Dirty Dozen” SOUTHEAST TO DOWNTOWN.
Allanth.us alttss:mq /Tree of Heaven aBovE: INCETE s 4RD
Tamarix romosissima / Salt Cedar ON THE NORTH SLOPE.
Schmys polygqmus / Peruvian Pepper RIGHT: HEALTHY STAND OF
Acacia IOHngOIIG / Sydney Golden Wattle EUCALYPTUS ON A RIDGELINE.
Toxicodendron diversilobum / Poison Oak

Solsola iberica / Russian Thistle

Brassica spp. / Wild Mustards

Pennisetum setaceum / Fountain Grass

Nicotania glauca / Tree Tobacco

Ricinus communis / Castor Bean

Conyza bonariensis / Hairy Fleabane

Chenopodium berlandieri / Netseed Lambsquarters
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TAKING CARE OF THE PARK

FINAL DRAFT INTRODUCTION

“Elysian Park is the city’s first and oldest Park. It is
also one of the last unbuilt parcels in central Los
Angeles. The initial 550 acres were “...forever

dedicated to the public..” in 1886.”
—from Elysian Park History and
Current Issues, May 1990.)

Facilities

Chavez Ravine Arboretum
—Avenue of the Palms

—Ficus Grove

—~Palm Hill

—Children’s Garden

Grace E. Simons Lodge

Elysian Adaptive Recreation Center
Elysian Park Office

Solano Community Garden
Montecillo De Leo Politi Picnic Area

Memorials & Markers

Jones Memorial

Victory Memorial (WWI)

Frank Glass / Grace E. Simons
Memorial Sculpture

PortolaTrail Historical Marker

Marian Harlow Garden

FROM THE TOP:

THE RETAINING WALLS AT
CASANOVA TERRACE

FRANK GLASS /| GRACE E. SIMONS
MEMORIAL SCULPTURE

PLANT SIGNAGE IN THE
CHILDREN’S ARBORETUM

GRACE E. SIMONS LODGE
VICTORY MEMORIAL

MOSAIC LIZARD AT THE
COMMUNITY GARDEN
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